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Abstract  The purpose of this study is to identify the dimensions, contextual
conditions, consequences, and mitigating strategies related to political
behavior in Iran’s higher education budgeting system. The study adopts a
qualitative research design using a grounded theory approach. The research
population consists of experts with academic and research experience in the
field of higher education and public budgeting, from whom ten participants
were selected through purposive and theoretical sampling. Data were collected
through semi-structured interviews and analyzed using qualitative content
analysis and systematic coding procedures. Analysis of the data in relation
to political behavior resulted in the identification of six interrelated categories:
behavioral, structural, individual, group-based, organizational, and substantive
dimensions. With regard to the contextual conditions facilitating the emergence
of political behavior, ten categories were identified, including characteristics of
higher education, the broader national context, features of Iranian universities,
individualactors, priorities, interests, legalweaknesses, budgetingapproaches,
financial resource constraints, and the role of political parties. In the section
on consequences, twelve categories emerged, namely positive effects,
bargaining and political maneuvering, expert and technical rationality,
disillusionment of elites and scholars, perceptions of injustice, unequal
distribution of resources and facilities, promotion of particular models of higher
education, efficiency and effectiveness, political orientations and attitudes,
healthy competition, pursuit of personal interests, and impacts on higher
education as a whole. The findings indicate that the participants possessed
a comprehensive and multidimensional understanding of political behavior in
higher education budgeting and did not exhibit the one-sided perspectives
commonly observed in previous studies. Based on these findings, a set
of practical recommendations is proposed to reduce the prevalence and
intensity of political behavior in Iran’s higher education budgeting process.
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